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SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER OF GOD: Nub 6:22-27, Gal 4:4-7, LK 2:16-21 
 
Today the Catholic Church celebrates the solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. 
We are celebrating the woman in whose womb Christ was conceived. It was in 
451 at the council of Ephesus that the acceptance of Mary, Mother of God was 
agreed upon. The celebration of this feast was instructed or urged by Pope Pius 
XI on all the faithful. The Council of Ephesus insisted that the holy fathers were 
right in calling the Holy Virgin Theotokos, God-Bearer or Mother of God. This 
title was already in the lips of the lay faithful before the declaration by the 
Council. Nevertheless, the precise title, 'Mother of God' goes back at least to 
the third or fourth century because Mary played an important role in the 
Incarnation of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. This role as The 
Mother of God places Mary in a unique position in God's redemptive plan.  The 
Second Vatican Council's Dogmatic Constitution on the Church states: "The 
Blessed Virgin was eternally predestined in conjunction with the incarnation 
of the divine Word, to be The Mother of God. By decree of divine Providence, 
she served on earth as the loving mother of the divine Redeemer, an associate 
of unique nobility and the Lord's humble handmaid." 
 
It is a simple logic that if we accept that Jesus whose birthday, we celebrated 
at Christmas a week ago is God in human flesh, it therefore follows that Mary 
is The Mother of God. It is true that God is not a human being but Spirit. 
Nevertheless, the Holy Scripture states clearly that the Word became flesh in 
the womb of The Virgin Mary and dwelt amongst us, John1:1-2, 14. The fact 
that the Church places the celebration the Motherhood of Mary on the first 
day of the new year also educates us on how we should approach the next 
twelve months. In today’s Gospel passage, Luke tells us that: “She treasured 
all these things in her heart.” Mary was never a nagging or complaining 
woman, she accepted everything that came her way quietly.  
 

The first reading presents how the people of God should walk in light with God, 
it requires that the people put their trust in God’s power and providence. 
Therefore, after the priests had offered sacrifice to God, they were to bless the 
people in God’s name and assure them of God’s abiding goodness and favor. 
You will agree with me that this is a day almost everyone longs for. Most 
people who do not ordinarily go to Church long for this day, hence most 
churches are filled to the brim especially at the vigil Mass. They come to Church 
even when they do not for the rest of the year. It is a day of great expectation. 
A great number of people make resolutions which are often forgotten or 
broken before the sun goes down. For most people, today is a day to ask God 
for blessings throughout the year. The first reading suits this celebration. The 
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Lord himself tells Moses how he should bless his people: “The Lord bless you 
and keep you! The Lord let his face shine upon you and be gracious to you!... 
Of course, there will also be hills of difficulties, both hills and valleys will 
always come our way in life. Our experience of challenges and difficulties 
should drive us to the throne of God's grace and bring down showers of 
blessings. As "Mary treasured in her heart" all the wonderful things God had 
done to her in the birth of her Son Jesus Christ, so let us treasure in our hearts 
the gifts that God has already given us in his Son Jesus. This will give us 
constant hope that all will be well for those who walk holding the hand of God.  
 

Paul tells us: “At the fullness of time, God sent his Son born of a woman born 
under the law, to redeem those under the law so that we might become sons 
of God,” Gal. 4:4. We are now sons and daughters of God, we are not slaves 
anymore, thanks to Jesus, the Son of God, born of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Therefore, we must always make Jesus the subject of our celebration.  
 
The Gospel reading tells us the shepherds went in search of the Child Jesus and 
rejoiced in God. We in turn most daily go in search of Jesus in our heart, 
studying the word of God, going to church to listen to God speaks to us, helping 
the poor, the sick etc. We must emulate the Blessed Virgin Mary who placed 
all her trust in God and, therefore, becomes the channel of God’s greatest gift 
and the bearer of the fullness of God’s blessings for humanity in the person of 
Jesus Christ. Right from the beginning when the angel of the Lord appeared to 
her, she said yes to God even though she may not have understood 
completely, even when she knew she could die. She had to live amid this 
mystery all her life. She treasured everything in her heart and pondered them 
as she went through them all with fervent faith and trust in God to the end. 
Today, we honor her as the highest among the saints in heaven. Dear friends, 
we must allow the Spirit of God who overshadowed Mary to necessarily effect 
and influence our daily life. Also, on this great day, the great message of peace 
is to be echoed. Our mother Mary is a woman of peace. 
 
We also celebrate the circumcision of Jesus and being named Jesus. The name 
Jesus means Savior, the name which he lived and continue to live in us. He 
saved humanity from sin, death and all that holds it captive. His redemptive 
work brought us freedom and let us into the divine presence. He has and is still 
the answer to all human questions. How can we repay him for all his goodness 
to us? We must like Mary say ‘Yes’ emulate her peace and calmness even amid 
challenges and difficulties in our world.  Mary, Mother of God is a sure hope 
for all human family. The book of Revelation tells us that the dragon make war 
with her children, those who are followers of Jesus, Rev 12:17. In the light of the 
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new born King of Peace, Holy of Holies, let us renew this day with intense 
prayer for peace, education towards peace and those values that are 
inextricably linked with it: such as liberty, fraternal solidarity, the dignity of 
the human person, respect for nature, the right to  work, the sacredness of 
human life,  the right to live and the denunciation of injustice which trouble 
the conscience of man and threaten peace. May we live to enjoy God's peace 
and the Motherhood of Mary through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Happy new 
year dearest beloved in Christ. Love You All. 
 


